
Sixty-one percent of Youngstown State 
University students voted in the 2016 
presidential election, according to a study 
conducted by the National Study of Learning, 
Voting and Engagement in August 2017. This 
is up from 57.9 percent in the 2012 presidential 
election.

 The study found that 82.6 percent of YSU 
students were registered to vote in 2016, with 
the voting rate of registered students at 73.8 
percent. 

 The voting rate for all institutions in 2016 
was 50.4 percent with a high of 81.4 percent 
and a low of 13.1 percent. 

 The results of this report reflect the percentage 
of YSU students who were eligible to vote and 
actually voted in the 2012 and 2016 elections. 

 Students of older age ranges also voted at a 
higher percentage than younger students. 

Men and women voted in the 2016 election 
at similar rates of about 70 percent. 

 The study also broke down voter rates by 
race and ethnicity. Asian students voted at 42.4 
percent, African-American students at 52.5 
percent, Hispanic students at 55.6 percent, 
white students at 62.1 percent and students of 
two or more races at 49 percent. 

 Additionally, student data was categorized 
by field of study at YSU. Students majoring 
philosophy and religious studies voted at the 

highest rate of 71 percent, while students 
majoring in parks, recreation, leisure and fitness 
studies had the lowest voter participation rate at 
48.3 percent.

 Members in and out of the YSU community 
are urging students to vote in the upcoming 
midterm elections in November. 

 Jerry Springer, former mayor of Cincinnati 
and well-known television personality, visited 
YSU on Sept. 27 to campaign for the Ohio 
Democratic Party in the gubernatorial race. 

 Springer also to discussed voter registration 
among college students and encouraged them 
to become politically involved.

 “One, think of the country, and two, think 
of self-preservation. You’ve got to get out 
there and vote, or don’t be standing up in the 
seventh-inning stretch and singing ‘God Bless 
America,’” Springer said.

“Patriotism is making a commitment to 
having this country fulfill its dream and that 
means at least getting out and voting,” he added.

Ernie Barkett, president of the Student 
Government Association (SGA), said he 
believes most college-aged people do not vote 
because it doesn’t seem like their vote matters.

“We’re one of millions of people that 
are voting in all these elections. It has the 
appearance, at the surface, that whatever I say 
doesn’t go,” he said. 

 According to data estimates released by the 
United States Census Bureau in June 2015, 
millennials born between 1982 and 2000 
represent one quarter of the nation’s population 

at 83.1 million. 
 The generation’s size exceeds the 75.4 million 

baby boomers. 
 Barkett said it’s important to show students 

that if they vote it matters and if all millennials 
vote, it can create change.

 “It doesn’t matter if baby boomers don’t agree 
with us. We could out vote them,” Barkett said. 

 “We can actually make the change we want to 
see, instead of just marching in the streets for it, 
instead of just screaming for it,” he elaborated. 

 Barkett also said he believes students have 
a lack of interest in voting, but it is critical to 
vote.

 “The decisions we’re making now are going 
to affect us for the longest term,” he said. “Some 
congressman making a decision will probably 
have to live with that for 20 years, where we will 
be living with their decisions for 50, 60 years.”

 Caroline Smith, executive vice president of 
SGA, said it would be beneficial for SGA or 
YSU to inform students of candidates, their 
platforms and issues on the ballot through a 
non-partisan presentation. 

 She said voting is important because it is part 
of American citizens’ Constitutional right. 

 “It’s a privilege to be able to vote, and the 
more you participate in that, the more you 
promote it, the better the system’s going to 
work in your favor,” Smith said. 

 James Mullarkey, president of the YSU 
College Conservatives, said it is important for 
students vote because one vote can make a 
difference.

 “We’re increasingly living in an era of time 
that is becoming closer in election numbers, 
and now more than ever with corporation 
interests … votes matter, votes count, votes 
make the difference,” Mullarkey said. 

 Barkett, Smith and Mullarkey said it is 
disheartening that some of their peers are not 
politically active and do not vote in elections.

 “It’s a shame to see when students aren’t 
passionate about their future, and they don’t see 
the connection of how [they] vote today and 
how their vote will affect them tomorrow once 
those polls close,” Smith stressed. 
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The music was blasting during Teen Angst 
Night at Suzie’s Dogs & Drafts on April 20. 
People could be seen dancing and singing along 
to covers of popular pop punk music. Within 
the barrage of sweat, dancing and conversations 
something much darker was allegedly taking 
place.  What followed was a series of events that 
would eventually lead to a traumatized student 
and the downfall of a respected music professor. 

 Jacquelyn Jupina, a senior general studies 
major, filed a complaint with the university 
alleging that over the course of three years Brian 
Kiser, horn professor in the Dana School of 
Music at Youngstown State University, “created 
a sexually hostile environment for her at the 
university,” according to a report obtained by 
The Jambar.

 This culminated on April 20 with “Kiser 
touching [Jupina] in a sexual manner and 
professing his love for her” at Teen Angst Night.

 Kiser was placed on paid administrative leave 
July 25 after an investigation that was prompted 
by the alleged events that occurred at Suzie’s. 
The investigation was conducted by Cynthia 
Kravitz, former Title IX Coordinator and 
Director of the Office of Equal Opportunity 
and Policy Development.

 The Jambar contacted Kiser regarding the 
allegations. Kiser said he has no comment.

 In a letter regarding Kiser’s notice of paid 
administrative leave, Allan Boggs, interim chief 

human resources officer, wrote Kiser was to have 
no contact with the alleged victim, students, 
faculty and other university staff, university 
records show.

 Boggs also indicated that Kiser was barred 
from returning to campus without permission, 
and was not permitted to hire any students for 
personal work such as babysitting, something 
he had done in the past.

 Jupina said Kiser approached her when she 
was a freshman at YSU and asked her if she 
would babysit for him.

 Student witnesses interviewed in the Title 
IX investigation perceived that Kiser sought out 
“attractive, young female students to babysit for 
him,” according to the report. Kiser responded 
to that perception by saying that he chose 
females because he has a daughter.

 Jupina said in her interview for the 
investigation, Kiser would “drunk call” her and 
send her pictures of himself with waitresses at 
restaurants, saying “they have nothing on you.”

 She said she didn’t know what to do when 
Kiser attempted to “play a boyfriend role” in 
her life. Because he was a professor and she was 
a music education major at the time, Jupina 
believed he controlled her future and she did 
not want to be disrespectful.

 “I knew it wasn’t okay, but I didn’t think I 
could do anything about it because he didn’t 
touch me … He crossed the line the first time 
he called me and sent me drunk texts my 
freshman year, so it’s crazy that it happened for 
so long,” she said.

 Investigation into the Allegations
  Jupina described the interaction at Suzie’s as 

a “one-on-one encounter” with Kiser and said 
the following occurred: Kiser placed his arm 
under her jean jacket and on her hip, placed his 
hands on the side of her head, ran his hands 
through her hair and told her he was in love 
with her.

 She said she was able to feel his penis on her 
thigh, and she pushed Kiser away, yelled at him 
and told him he was married.

 In the report, Kiser described his interaction 
with Jupina at Suzie’s saying the bar was noisy, 
so he was forced to lean into Jupina to hear her. 
He also said he might have touched her upper 
back, but did not place his hands on her hip 
or head.

 The report states Kiser said he did not run 
his hands through Jupina’s hair or tell her that 
he was in love with her.

 According to Kiser, a woman hugged him at 
the bar and sent Jupina into a “jealous rage.” The 
report says Kiser said the interaction between 
him and Jupina began as “friendly.”

 Kiser asserted in the report that Jupina was 
making comments about his home life and 
family, to which he said he was “stunned.” He 
said Jupina contacted him that night, but he did 
not reply.

 Kiser then invited Jupina “over for coffee” 
the next day via text message and told her that 
“everything [she] said was completely spot on.”

 Through the report, Kravitz found that the 
information gathered “does not support Kiser’s 

assertions.”
 The report states that Jupina’s account of 

the interaction had remained consistent and 
was corroborated by her friend and roommate, 
who Jupina relayed information to and student 
witnesses who were at Suzie’s that night. The 
roommate also approached Kiser and told 
him not to talk to Jupina, according to the 
roommate and Kiser.

 

continued on page 5

THE STUDENT VOICE OF YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY SINCE 1931

MORGAN PETRONELLI 
RACHEL GOBEP

Photos by J. Harvard Feldhouse/The Jambar

YSU PROFESSOR ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE AFTER 
INVESTIGATION, ALLEGED VICTIMS SPEAK OUT

10 / 11 / 2018

Former host of “The Tonight Show” Jay Leno performed at 

Stambaugh Auditorium Sunday, returning to his roots as a stand-

up comic.
The show began with his observations of recent sexual misconduct 

cases that have made national headlines. 

“Donald Trump was accused of giving Stormy Daniels $130,000 

in hush money,” Leno said. “If that turns out to be true, it would be 

the first time Trump has ever fully compensated somebody for all 

the work they’ve done.”

Leno’s performance was comparable to the opening monologues 

he did so frequently on “The Tonight Show.” Most of the jokes were 

set up by him saying he observed something weird or off-putting in 

a magazine or newspaper. 

The topics were sometimes a stretch of the truth, but were 

effective in stirring up laughter from the audience.  

His jokes were also topical and poked fun at Republicans.

“Ben Carson has been given a cabinet position and he’s a pediatric 

surgeon, he’s a genius,” Leno said. “He works with little tiny human 

brains, which is why he eventually endorsed Donald Trump’s.”

He went across party lines and picked on the Democrats as well. 

“You have to realize if Bernie Sanders had won, he would have 

been the first socialist elected president since 2008,” Leno said. “Oh, 

I threw one in for the other side.”

He also spoke briefly on how fed up he is with ever-evolving 

technology.
“I went into the Apple store last week to get a new charging cord 

and the guy told me I need the new tenth anniversary iPhone and 

that it costed $1,000,” he said. “I didn’t spend $1,000 on my tenth 

wedding anniversary. That was pretty much Sizzler and a Hallmark 

card.” 
The event crossed genres and included not only Leno’s stand-up, 

but also an opening acoustic performance by Aubrey Wollett. 

Wollett is a Florida native who brought a country-pop style to 

the stage performing originals and covers by Johnny Cash and 

Tom Petty. She said she gained some of her style from her time in 

Nashville. 
Wollet said opening for Leno was a cool opportunity and that the 

entire night was magical. She said she couldn’t believe that she and 

Leno were now on a first name basis. 

Dan Rivers, radio host on 570 WKBN, was the presenter for the 

event and while doing so, he gave praise to the city of Youngstown 

saying it is no longer just the city between Cleveland and Pittsburgh 

and is now an equal part of Northeast Ohio.

Leno stepped away from “The Tonight Show” in 2014 after being 

on air for 22 years. 

He is currently hosting “Jay Leno’s Garage,” which is in its fourth 

season on CNBC. 
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STAMBAUGH AUDITORIUM
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Ray Beiersd
orfer, also known as “Dr. Ray,” 

was a well-known and distinguished professor 

of geological and environmental sciences at 

Youngstown State University
 for 25 years. From 

his curly hair and Hawaiian T-shirts to his 

mismatched Converse a
nd socks, he stood out 

and was original.

He suffered a major heart attack on Sept. 13 

and died on Oct. 11, the day before his 62nd  

birthday. 

 “Even though he only lived 62 years, it 
was 

a life w
ell-liv

ed … He was just a bright, shining 

star,” Susie Beiersd
orfer, h

is wife, sa
id. 

 She said Ray Beiersd
orfer was not just a 

geology professor, but “an advocate for justice 

and a clown.” 

Colleen McLean and Felicia Armstrong, 

associate professors of geological and 

environmental sciences, 
describ

ed Ray 

Beiersd
orfer as passionate, engaged, focused, 

tireles
s and family-driven, and emphasized that 

he left 
a legacy. 

They agreed that he was like an older brother 

to them.

“He really did touch the people around him 

in different ways. It w
asn’t a single act. Students 

remember him,” Armstrong said. 

 Ray Beiersd
orfer g

rew up in a working-class 

environment in Queens, New York City, and 

lived in California, Australia and Canada before 

moving to Youngstown. 

 Susie Beiersd
orfer s

aid some of her greatest 

memories with her husband occurred when 

they lived in Australia together — riding bikes, 

going to film festiv
als and enjoying life.

Ray Beiersd
orfer 

obtained his Ph.D. at 

the University
 of California, Davis, where he 

continued the work he was doing with pillow 

basalts. Th
is is w

here his twin daughters, C
rystal 

and Rochelle B
eiersd

orfer w
ere born.

 Susie Beiersd
orfer said when he came to 

interview at YSU, he connected with the 

campus because he was a first-generation 

college student and YSU has an abundant first-

generation student population.

 “He felt 
like this was a place that he could 

inspire students for lifelong learning, and to 

love what you do and love what you learn,” 

Susie Beiersd
orfer sa

id.

McLean said that she was Ray Beiersd
orfer’s 

student in the ’90s. She earned her Ph.D. in 

environmental geochemistry after being inspired 

by her first environmental geochemistry class 

with him.

“He was just a presence, ev
en then … He was 

a force,” she said.

She said she thought highly of Ray 

Beiersd
orfer, a

nd when she became a professor 

at YSU, she wanted to impress h
im.

McLean said when she rece
ived tenure and 

promotion she wanted to create a field course 

in the Isle 
of Man, which was inspired by Ray 

Beiersd
orfer’s 

field courses a
nd the experiences 

he offered students.

 A man of many travels, Ray Beiersd
orfer 

took students and Youngstown community 

members to
 places ra

nging from China, Tibet, 

Taiwan and New Mexico to the Isle 
of Man. 

Armstrong and McLean have been on 

multiple trip
s with Ray Beiersd

orfer a
nd both 

said they have unforgettable memories with 

him.
 He also would take students on a hike in 

Mill Creek Park every semester. 

 In his introductory geology classes, 
Ray 

Beiersd
orfer 

would teach upwards of 100 

students, and would have them perform songs 

about rocks and write a
 children’s book about 

the agents of weathering.

 Susie Beiersd
orfer sa

id some students felt
 like 

Ray Beiersd
orfer g

ave them his quality time and 

care. 
 “He wasn’t just a professor that gave work 

and the grade, but really wanted [students] to
 

be engaged … He said, ‘I w
ant them to love 

geology,’” Susie Beiersd
orfer sa

id. 

Armstrong said when she first met Ray 

Beiersd
orfer sh

e noticed that he would light up 

when he talked about his classes a
nd different 

ways he would try to get stu
dents to learn. She 

said he made her fee
l like YSU was the place 

to be. 
“He had fun with life, 

at the same tim
e he’s 

learning and educating … He found joy in 

everything,” Armstrong continued.

She said one of the things she will rem
ember 

the most about Ray Beiersd
orfer is

 his laugh.

Ray Beiersd
orfer 

organized and directe
d 

the Penguin Bowl, a high school regional 

competitio
n for the National Ocean Sciences 

Bowl for 16 years, and organized Dr. Ray’s 

Energy and Environment Lecture Series f
or the 

past five years. 

 

As an advocate for climate, social justice, 

community rights and the rights of nature, 

his passion is living through those in the 

Youngstown community, and Susie Beiersd
orfer 

said the lectu
re ser

ies will continue.

McLean said Ray Beiersd
orfer “endlessly”

 

inspired her.

“He has been fighting for social and 

environmental justice f
or so long … He [never] 

quit,” she said. 

 He also shared his enthusiasm for science 

through “Dr. Ray’s Amazing Sideshow of 

Science,” which was a journey through 

the spheres: 
the hydrosphere, 

atmosphere, 

lithosphere and biosphere.  

 Susie Beiersd
orfer sa

id she is “a
stounded” at 

the number of lives her husband touched.

 “His legacy just rip
ples lik

e when you drop 

a stone in the water. H
e really gave his all,” she 

said. 

continued on page 3
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A TRIBUTE TO DR. RAY: A LIFE WELL-LIVED
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SENIORS STRAP ON HELMETS ONE LAST
TIME AGAINST ILLINOIS STATE

09 / 27 / 2018
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TEDx Youngstown was held on Sept. 22 
at the DeYor Performing Arts Center, which 
aimed to tell stories that were diverse but all 
leaned toward the TED motto of creating ideas 
worth spreading. 

TED stands for technology, entertainment, 
design and the x means it was an independently 
organized event. 

The event tackled the idea of “What if?” 
covering questions such as, What if an older 
relative passes away and along with them 
goes much of a family’s history? What if your 
daughter committed suicide? And what if 
unflattering images of you were leaked on the 
internet? 

The speakers questioned and answered these 
“what ifs” by sharing their personal experiences 
and opinions. Two of which were Youngstown 
State University faculty.

Jaietta Jackson, communications instructor at 
YSU, stressed the importance of family history.

“What do you know about your family 
history?” she said addressing the crowd. 

Jackson told a story of her great grandparents 
who were the only black slaves that owned land 
in Georgia. As tensions grew in the area, they 
were forced to move to Youngstown. 

“If I had never asked my grandmother about 
this, I would’ve never known where my family 
came from and how we got here.”

Jackson challenged the audience to go out 
and ask questions to the older generation of 
their families and record it.

The other YSU faculty speaker focused on the 
present with issues concerning a new brand of 
humiliation.  

Catherine Bosley, part-time journalism 
instructor at YSU, discussed the dangers of 
information on the internet. 

“What we do today is no longer for the 
moment,” Bosley said. “Anything can be 
recorded and exploited.”

Bosley experienced firsthand the power the 
internet can have on a person’s career after 
explicit photos of her were leaked forcing her 
to leave her news anchoring job and make on-
air appearances on various new outlets and talk 
shows to defend herself. 

During her speech, she played a video of 

a voicemail she had received from a woman 
berating Bosley with insults, telling her she’d 
never work again.  

However, she did get a second chance as 
an anchorwoman in Cleveland and after 
three federal lawsuits, Bosley said she received 
copyright ownership of all the photos.

She said she wants anyone going through a 
similar situation to know the pain will pass and 
any self-inflicted harm is unnecessary. 

But some situations and depressions are too 
difficult for some to deal with. 

Eric Hodgson, a public speaker and author 
from Boston, shared how important it is 
to overcome the loss of a family member, 
discussing the suicide of his daughter Zoi. 

Hodgson conducted an online survey in 
which he found 63 percent of those who lost 
a loved one to suicide are simply just surviving 
day to day and even hour to hour after their 
loss. They’ve found it difficult to get back up 
and find purpose with their life. 

He said he’s found value in his life again as 
a father figure to his daughter’s friends and as 
a public speaker telling his story and giving his 
daughter new life. 

“It will be okay if we decide to get up,” 
Hodgson said. “I’ve decided to live beyond my 
loss.” 

JOHN STRAN

TEDX YOUNGSTOWN ENLIGHTENS DEYOR

09 / 13 / 2018
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MCNUTT SUSPENDED AFTER INVESTIGATION 
INTO ALLEGED DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

see page 14
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The Youngstown State 
University Co-Defensive 
Coordinator Richard 
McNutt Jr. was ordered 
to a five-day unpaid 
suspension on Sept. 10 
following an internal 
investigation into alleged 
domestic violence. He 
will miss the third game 
of the season on Sept. 15 
as part of the suspension.

According to a 
Jambar report, McNutt 
Jr. was placed on paid 
administrative leave on 
Aug. 24.

YSU’s Office of Human Resources supported by the Office 
of Equal Opportunity and Policy Development began an 
investigation on Aug. 7 into allegations that McNutt may have 
engaged in domestic violence. 

They investigated “the off-campus behavior of McNutt and 
possible policy, reporting, and/or contract violations which 
might have occurred relative to this issue.”

The Office of Human Resources recommendations state 
that following McNutt Jr.’s five-day suspension, he may return 
to work and maintain his position as assistant coach under the 
conditions that no acts of domestic violence or any other violent 
behavior occur on or off campus. 

The university obtained copies of an incident/offense report 
from the Canfield Police Department from March 22, April 
4 and April 7. They also obtained a copy of a Civil Order of 
Protection issued by the Mahoning County Court on April 19.

According to a police report, police were dispatched to McNutt 
Jr.’s estranged wife’s home after an alleged altercation occurred 
while he was picking up his children for visitation. 

The reports states during an argument, McNutt Jr. slapped a 
phone from his wife’s hand and later squeezed it when he saw her 

recording him being physical with one of his children.
The wife’s hand “appeared to have small scratches” and was 

“slightly swollen,” according to the police report.
No arrest was made and no charges were brought as a result of 

the police reports. Also in the report, McNutt’s wife requested 
that the incident only be documented and that no police report 
be filed.

The university became aware of the documents during the 
course of its internal investigation, according to the report by 
YSU’s Office of Human Resources.

The report also said that there is “a common belief that when 
law enforcement does not arrest and/or bring charges of domestic 
violence against an individual, no further obligation exists on the 
part of the university. However, the triggering event for reporting 
or taking some type of action relative to domestic violence should 
not be whether law enforcement makes an arrest or brings charges 
against an individual.” 

The university’s investigation found that McNutt Jr. had 
“generally informed” Strollo and Pelini about his “marital issues, 
his ongoing divorce and conflicts between him and his wife 
regarding child visitation.”

The report said that when discussing his career with YSU 
President Jim Tressel, McNutt talked about the “possible 
breakdown of his marriage.”

 Strollo, Pelini and Tressel “encouraged Mr. McNutt to avoid 
any conflicts with his wife and to focus on his work.”

The investigation found although the Athletic Department 
staff were aware of McNutt Jr.’s marital issues, there was no 
indication of any domestic violence issues. 

McNutt Jr. “self-reported” in early 2018 to head coach Bo 
Pelini who in turn reported to Athletic Director Ron Strollo. The 
report states “Pelini counseled McNutt Jr. against engaging in 
further domestic confrontation.” 

Through its investigation, the university “reviewed the facts 
and application of the relevant rules, laws and contract language, 
and found there were no clear violations of university policy, 
contract language or law regarding University personnel.” 

The report said: “However, while there were no clear violations, 

the University’s Workplace Violence policy provides guidance 
on how the university should respond to potential indicators of 
violence.”

The athletic department staff will also undergo additional 
training on sexual assault, domestic and workplace violence, 
along with additional management and coaching training. 

The report also addresses the fact that there do not seem to 
be clear policies regarding who must report potential or alleged 
domestic violence incidents. 

The Office of Human Resources said it will collaborate with the 
Office of Equal Opportunity and Policy Compliance to define 
the reporting responsibility “of all employees and managers” at 
the university. It will also provide updated training on sexual 
assault, domestic violence and workplace violence.

According to the report, witnesses were immediately identified 
and interviewed. 

 Those interviewed include Athletic Director Ron Strollo, Head 
Football Coach Bo Pelini, Assistant Football Coach Richard K. 
McNutt Jr., Director of Football Operations John Murphy, 
Associate Athletic Director Elaine Jacobs, Associate Athletic 
Director Emily Wollet, Assistant Director of Football Operations 
Rollen Smith, and LaToya McNutt, wife of Richard McNutt. 

The university issued a statement on the internal investigation 
on Tuesday.

The statement said McNutt Jr. will “complete a course of 
training and professional development as part of the university’s 
employee assistance program.”

“YSU remains committed to creating a culture across the 
campus community in which violence of any kind is not 
tolerated,” the statement said. “When such incidents do occur on 
or off campus, the university must hold itself, its employees and its 
students accountable. The university pledges continued diligence 
and fairness as we work for a safe, inclusive and respectful campus 
community environment.”

The Jambar reached out to McNutt Jr. and he has yet to 
respond. He is expected to return to work on Sept. 16.
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Photo of McNutt courtesy of YSU Sports Information

RACHEL GOBEP, MARC WEEMS AND MORGAN PETRONELLI

President Jim Tressel highlighted the 
history, impact, progress, campus and future 
of Youngstown State University at the annual 
State of the University address on Monday in 
Kilcawley Center.

During the address, Tressel announced that 
the university has been reaccredited by the 
Higher Learning Commission through 2027. 

According to a Jambar article, YSU has 
had continuous regional accreditation since 
1945 and received a 10-year reaffirmation in 
2008. Accreditation qualifies the university 
to administer federal financial aid to students 
and to receive federal grants and contracts. It 
also supports transferability and recognition of 
credits earned by students.

There are five criteria that a university must 
meet to receive or maintain accredited status. 
Of the five criteria, 21 categories are measured. 
Tressel announced that in those 21 categories, 
20 of them were met and one was met with 
concerns.  

According to a YSU press release, the HLC 
report noted that YSU “has made tremendous 
progress in overcoming previous major 
challenges, most notably in the areas of fiscal 

health and enrollment.”
Tressel also announced that there will be a 

Strategic Planning Organization, which will help 
the university to have “informed collaboration.” 
The Strategic Planning Organization Team is 
working to engage the university community 
to have a conversation about strategies for the 
future of YSU. 

He focused on the progress of the university in 
advancing students, alumni and the community 
and stressed that “accreditation is usually the 
first measuring stick” for progress. 

Tressel said the incoming freshman class is 
the largest class since 2010 — touting record 
high GPAs and ACT scores. The international 
student enrollment is at its highest, there has 
been increased retention, the Penguin Tuition 
Promise was implemented and the university 
housing is at capacity.

Additionally, the “We See Tomorrow” $100 
million capital campaign has hit the $75 million 
mark. 

Tressel stressed the impact the university has 
on the five-county area including: a contribution 
of $923.9 million into the five-county area 
every year, 15,699 jobs held by YSU employees 
and graduates, about $3.1 million put back into 
the community and around 600 YSU student 
teachers with an economic impact of $4 million 
each year. 

The university has faculty research 
collaborations with eight foreign countries, 12 
industry partners and 75 partners/sponsors. 
YSU is a global leader in additive manufacturing 
and is one of two universities in the world to own 
all seven additive manufacturing technologies. 

“The impact of this institution is unlike the 
impact of any of the other institutions in this 
state, in my opinion and the numbers seem 
to bear it out,” Tressel said. “It’s certainly a 
tremendous impact for each and every person 
that lives here.” 

Additionally, the 69,324 community service 
hours across the campus accumulated an 
estimated national volunteer value of about 
$1.7 million, as hygiene students provide 2,500 
free appointments each semester and business 
majors complete 500 tax returns a year through 
the free VITA program.  

When it comes to the campus at its current 
state, there will be many updates between now 
and 2019. 

The Enclave apartments have opened on 
Wick Avenue, with the retail portion opening 
this fall and the new Student Health Center on 
Lincoln Avenue is set to open in January.  

Eddie Howard, vice president of student 
affairs, said the additional 200 students living 
close to campus at the Enclave will create more 
opportunities for student engagement.  

The work for the Constantini Multimedia 
Center at Stambaugh Stadium has begun, which 
will house classes for sports broadcasting majors. 
Tressel also said there are plans for a student 
recreation field, a tennis and bowling center 
west of Fifth Avenue, a proposed Fifth Avenue 
improvement and additional parking spaces. 

“The opportunities for the future are exciting, 
and what excites me is that Youngstown State 
University can be a leader,” Tressel said. 

Mike Sherman, the special assistant to the 
president, said there is a great foundation for 
the university to build upon. 

“My observation since I’ve been here is that 
a YSU degree is the most valuable degree in the 
State of Ohio in terms of the experience students 
have, the low cost and most importantly the 
placement opportunities that exist for jobs after 
students have graduated,” Sherman said.

 Sherman said he believes that the institution 
will create for itself in the future.

“That’s why the Strategic Planning 
Organization Team intends to instigate a process 
that’s highly collaborative,” he said. “There will 
be a lot of campus opportunities to be engaged.”

For more information about strategic 
planning go to https://ysu.edu/strategic-
planning. The university is also asking for those 
in the campus community to “Join in on the 
Conversation” to provide input.
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Ray Beiersdorfer, also known as “Dr. Ray,” 
was a well-known and distinguished professor 
of geological and environmental sciences at 
Youngstown State University for 25 years. From 
his curly hair and Hawaiian T-shirts to his 
mismatched Converse and socks, he stood out 
and was original.

He suffered a major heart attack on Sept. 13 
and died on Oct. 11, the day before his 62nd  
birthday. 

 “Even though he only lived 62 years, it was 
a life well-lived … He was just a bright, shining 
star,” Susie Beiersdorfer, his wife, said. 

 She said Ray Beiersdorfer was not just a 
geology professor, but “an advocate for justice 
and a clown.” 

Colleen McLean and Felicia Armstrong, 
associate professors of geological and 
environmental sciences, described Ray 
Beiersdorfer as passionate, engaged, focused, 
tireless and family-driven, and emphasized that 
he left a legacy. 

They agreed that he was like an older brother 
to them.

“He really did touch the people around him 
in different ways. It wasn’t a single act. Students 
remember him,” Armstrong said. 

 Ray Beiersdorfer grew up in a working-class 
environment in Queens, New York City, and 

lived in California, Australia and Canada before 
moving to Youngstown. 

 Susie Beiersdorfer said some of her greatest 
memories with her husband occurred when 
they lived in Australia together — riding bikes, 
going to film festivals and enjoying life.

Ray Beiersdorfer obtained his Ph.D. at 
the University of California, Davis, where he 
continued the work he was doing with pillow 
basalts. This is where his twin daughters, Crystal 
and Rochelle Beiersdorfer were born.

 Susie Beiersdorfer said when he came to 
interview at YSU, he connected with the 
campus because he was a first-generation 
college student and YSU has an abundant first-
generation student population.

 “He felt like this was a place that he could 
inspire students for lifelong learning, and to 
love what you do and love what you learn,” 
Susie Beiersdorfer said.

McLean said that she was Ray Beiersdorfer’s 
student in the ’90s. She earned her Ph.D. in 
environmental geochemistry after being inspired 
by her first environmental geochemistry class 
with him.

“He was just a presence, even then … He was 
a force,” she said.

She said she thought highly of Ray 
Beiersdorfer, and when she became a professor 
at YSU, she wanted to impress him.

McLean said when she received tenure and 
promotion she wanted to create a field course 

in the Isle of Man, which was inspired by Ray 
Beiersdorfer’s field courses and the experiences 
he offered students.

 A man of many travels, Ray Beiersdorfer 
took students and Youngstown community 
members to places ranging from China, Tibet, 
Taiwan and New Mexico to the Isle of Man. 

Armstrong and McLean have been on 
multiple trips with Ray Beiersdorfer and both 
said they have unforgettable memories with 
him.

 He also would take students on a hike in 
Mill Creek Park every semester. 

 In his introductory geology classes, Ray 
Beiersdorfer would teach upwards of 100 
students, and would have them perform songs 
about rocks and write a children’s book about 
the agents of weathering.

 Susie Beiersdorfer said some students felt like 
Ray Beiersdorfer gave them his quality time and 
care. 

 “He wasn’t just a professor that gave work 
and the grade, but really wanted [students] to 
be engaged … He said, ‘I want them to love 
geology,’” Susie Beiersdorfer said. 

Armstrong said when she first met Ray 
Beiersdorfer she noticed that he would light up 
when he talked about his classes and different 
ways he would try to get students to learn. She 
said he made her feel like YSU was the place 
to be. 

“He had fun with life, at the same time he’s 

learning and educating … He found joy in 
everything,” Armstrong continued.

She said one of the things she will remember 
the most about Ray Beiersdorfer is his laugh.

Ray Beiersdorfer organized and directed 
the Penguin Bowl, a high school regional 
competition for the National Ocean Sciences 
Bowl for 16 years, and organized Dr. Ray’s 
Energy and Environment Lecture Series for the 
past five years. 

 

As an advocate for climate, social justice, 
community rights and the rights of nature, 
his passion is living through those in the 
Youngstown community, and Susie Beiersdorfer 
said the lecture series will continue.

McLean said Ray Beiersdorfer “endlessly” 
inspired her.

“He has been fighting for social and 
environmental justice for so long … He [never] 
quit,” she said. 

 He also shared his enthusiasm for science 
through “Dr. Ray’s Amazing Sideshow of 
Science,” which was a journey through 
the spheres: the hydrosphere, atmosphere, 
lithosphere and biosphere.  

 Susie Beiersdorfer said she is “astounded” at 
the number of lives her husband touched.

 “His legacy just ripples like when you drop 
a stone in the water. He really gave his all,” she 
said. 

continued on page 3
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Print Advertising  4

Display Advertisments

Full Page Half Page
Dimensions: 10 x 10 inches

Price
Local/National: $262.50
      Color: $315.00

Campus/Non-profit: $187.50
     Color: $225.00

Dimensions: 5 x 10 inches

Price
Local/National: $131.25
      Color: $157.25

Campus/Non-profit: $93.75
     Color: $112.50



Print Advertising  5

Classifieds

1/4 Page

Housing

Help Wanted

Other

Dimensions: 5 x 5 inches

Price
Local/National: $63.00
      Color: $75.60

Campus/Non-profit: $45.00
     Color: $54.00

Word Count: 25-35 words

Price
Local/National: $4.00
     
Campus/Non-profit: $4.oo
 

* Add 20% to the cost of the Ad for design services. 
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Display Advertisements 

Leaderboard

Medium Rectangle

Dimensions: 728 x 90 pixels

Dimensions: 300 x 250 pixels

Local/National: $ 150.00 per month

Campus/Non-profit: $105.00 per month

Price

Local/National: $100.00 per month
      
Campus/Non-profit: $70.00 per month

Price



Online Advertising  7

Square Button
Dimensions: 125 x 125 pixels

Local/National: $50.00 per month

Campus/Non-profit: $35.00 per month

Price

Half Page
Dimensions: 300 x 600 pixels

Local/National: $200.00 per month

Campus/Non-profit: $140.00 per month

Price

* Add 20% to the cost of the Ad for design services.



Advertising Polices 8

Display

Classifieds

• All ads submitted are subject for approval.  
• The Jambar reserves the right to refuse or discontinue any ad. 
• Position of ads will be honored whenever possible, but is not guaranteed. 
• Ads must be sent in the correct size ordered as a .jpg, .png or .pdf. 
• Ads sent in the incorrect size may be refused or run smaller.
• Display ads require payment in advance until credit is established. 
• No ads will be accepted from accounts with past due balances.
• All delinquent accounts will be turned over to the university for solicitation after 90 

days.

• All classifieds must be prepaid in the exact amount until credit is established.   
• All classifieds are based on a 25-30–word limit. Ads over 25-30–words will be priced 

accordingly.

Digital
• Ads must be sent in the correct size ordered as a .png to run. 
• Ads sent in the incorrect size will be refused. 
• If the ad can be linked to a website, please provide the link to make it interactive. 

Cancellations
• Ads may be cancelled by 10 a.m. the day before publication. 
• Cancellations received after that will be charged for half the ad.

Due Dates
• All print ads, classifieds and digital ads are due the Tuesday before publication at Noon. 
• Ads turned in after noon may be refused.

*All payments can be made with cash, check, money order or (credit card in person).
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